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Mr. Gandhi, in reply, said that there was no compulsory registration of
children who were South Africa-born. Up to the age of sixteen they were entirely
free. If all passive resisters had fallen and he was the only one left, he would
have died in that cause. As for the future, he had said that the Settlement was
final in the sense that passive resistance was closed. His own letter1 to General
Smuts had left the door open. The Settlement was that of the passive resistance
on the questions that were on the board for which they had fought and bled and
suffered. It did not close anything else. It did not prevent them from holding
mass meetings, passing resolutions and taking up new passive resistance. The
inter-provincial immigration was an open question yet. That was not in the
terms of the Settlement, and it was a fair matter for agitation on the part of
the Indian community.
The Settlement did not bind himself or the Indian community not to
restart passive resistance if they came to the conclusion that they had grievances
which would justify it. Take the Free State question, the licensing laws, the gold
laws, and the township laws. He had warned his countrymen, however, that
they must educate Europeans on these matters. On the marriage question the
Settlement did not violate one iota of the Holy Koran. He had admitted that
they did not expect a Christian community to legalise polygamy, so that there
was no point at issue. Day and night his programme was so full that he was
not allowed time for meals. He was addressing meetings all the time—some
twenty mass meetings in the last few days.2
was sent to him from that Hall, that it was impossible for Mussulmans
to break one syllable out of their holy Koran, He was told that, whatever he
did with regard to the marriage question, not to bind the Mussulmans with
regard to one man one wife, because they would be transgressing the law of
God. And the Koran said that 'Whosoever transgresses the statutes of God will
be cast into hell fire for ever*' Therefore they could not accept the law and
would remain in the country as unmarried. Not a single Mussulman had
accepted the Cape law of 1860. In fairness it was his duty to call a public
meeting before talking of an honourable final Settlement. He challenged
Mr, Gandhi to call a *"«$» meeting and produce the minute books of the
British Indian Association. At the time of the 1909 passive resistance movement
Mr, Gandhi had said that he would continue to resist until all children were free,
even if he were the only person left"
1	Vide "Letter to E. M, Gorges", pp. 438-9,
2	At this stage, there were further questions put to Gandhiji. According to
The Transvaal Leader report: "Mr. Stent asked how Mr. Gandhi could say he
represented Indian opinion, when the Hamidia Islamic Society and the Hamdad
Society passed a resolution on March 31 saying that he and his friends had no
authority to act for them?  He had been deliberately repudiated by the two
societies. Mr. Gandhi received certain funds for the passive resistance move-
n>cnt» and it was up to him to give an account of them. Habib Motan asked
if Mr. Gandhi 4id not take £ 1,200 for the Phoenix newspaper."

